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At one time the attempt at solution inclined towards the
realistic side, at another towards the nommalistic, The
scientific character of the nineteenth century gave the
problem a push once more towards the side of nominalism,
after the philosophy of the beginning of the nineteenth
century had first clone full justice to realism. But the
opposites are no longer so widely sundered as in AWlard's
time. We have a psychology, a mediatory science; which
alone is capable of uniting idea and thing1, without doing
violence either to the one or to the other. This capacity
abides in the very nature of psychology, but no one could
contend that psychology has hitherto accomplished this
task, One must, in this connection, acquiesce in the
words of De R&nusat;
*' AMard a done triomph6; car, malgr6 les graves restrictions
qu'un© critique clairvoyante decouvre dans le noininalisme ou le
conceptualisme qu*on lui impute, son esprit est bien V esprit
modern© Si son origine. II 1'annonce, il le d&vance, il le promet.
La lumi&re qui blanchit au matin 1'horizon est d6j& celle de
1'astre encore invisible qui doit 6clairer le monde."
If one overlooks the existence of psychological types,
as also the contingent circumstance that the truth of the
one is the error of the other, then AWlard's labour will
mean nothing but one Scholastic sophistry the more.
But in so far as we recognize the existence of the two
types, the effort of AWlard must appear to us of the
greatest importance. He seeks the mediatory standpoint
in the " sermo," by which he understood not so much a
"discourse" as a formed sentence joined to a definite
meaning; a definition, in fact, only requiring additional
words for the consolidation of its meaning. He does not
speak of "verbum," for to nominalism this is nothing
more than a "vox," a "flatus vocis," Indeed, it is the
great psychological achievement of both the classic and
medieval nominalism that it completely abolished the
primitive, magical, or mystical identity of the word with

